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Reagan Order Keeps Secret

That

By George Lardoer s,
. Wmmm
. A House

:Administration %o biock the release.of € 1875 ye-

L.-port -entitiec “Problems in Siowing sthe-Fiow.of

- Cocaine and Heror From and Tarougn South
Amence”. < ' :

‘ £ B0-page -General Accoumting Office studv
founc, among other ‘shortcomings, oniv limitec
cooperation bebween the DEA anc the CIA in the
fieic of narcoties intelligence, because of Jealousies
between the two agencies, differing objectives ang
finallv “2 mutnal lack of trust” -

throughou: South Americs statec that ClA inte)-

ligence i< -of littie-or no vaive, -whike ClA officers.

cieimed that their intelligence efforts had resulted

. In & number of Imporiant arrests and/or selzures,

anc that DEA has {aileq 20 ioliow.up effectivev in
some instances.”

The stuay, clessified “Confidentia!” in the name
of national security,~was designatec for |UTomatic
aeclassification on Mey 15, 1980. Bu: epparepthy
no one bothered 1o ask for & copy mntil & lgw pro-
fessor from Fioride submitted & reguest iast veer,

Acting DEA Administrator Francis L -(Bud)
Mulien Jr. “reclassified”. the report last Nov, 2

- The GAO dutifullv  notified ‘congressiona! recip-

-appears tobe the first-imstance of Sreciasgification”.

| 2owprevent embarrassmeran the patt withedmg
i ;-enfmce.mennbmaauemcy:hm&ozpmmﬁnfom- :
| - on<inithe interests of nations) -<iefense o7 foreign -

™

Isn’t Secret Anymore

© '\ “The apparent lack of sensitivity of.the imor-"

{ Jnauon in sthe 1975 report, scombinef(with the
Tw(-vear -gapin classification gives T ®oSuspi-
wcion that the Tecfaﬁiﬁmﬁonmyihave};gm more

~policy."English said He noted that the GAO was
"WOrInE On.another Tepor.crimice} of the DEA's
-Qrug-enforcement efforts. P

‘iennsa-momh‘ianerzhau.hefreportwasbeing.kept :

under sraps. cezl T

Rep. Glenn Engiish {D—Dkla.)thnnan of the
House Government Qperations-subcommitiee on
government information, expressed his concern 1o
the Information-Security Oversight Office (1SO0).

He said sieff members familisr with arug enforce-

ment policy had reviewed the repori and corn.
cluded zhere was “no apparent resson for its con-
unved clessification.” . v

-

At Zhe prodding of ISOO Director Stever Gar-
finkel e DEA removec the national-securimy
tabei .and -agreed iest Fridev 10 make the repor:
public.

“To suggest that the Gelav had anvthing 10 Go
with the feer of emberressmen: 10 the agency i
rigiculous, z fact well known to congressmen who

For insiance. -the repor saic. “DEA egents ‘were mrerested in the issue” DEA spokmn

Rober: Feldikemp said this week :

Spokesmen for Engiish and Garfinkel both said
‘that -es far as they knew. it wes the first Tme &
document hat been reciessified unger the Reagan
-executive order. The April 2, 1982, order, wmich
greatly expanded the scope of government secrecy,
-aliows-officiais to “reclessify information previous-
}v-Oeciassified and disciosed” 4f it can “reasonably
be recovered,” and thev aiso can “reciessifv” inior-
malon that it declassified but has ver w be dis-

-~ closed after receiving e reguest for it

The-GAO repor: also said that the DEA had
Stopped ‘abaring enough information to beip Cos- -
toms Service drug-interdiction effors at US. |
ports. As for CIA-DEA relatioms, the study said
that much of the CIA’s intelligence in the narco:-
ics field “comes from highilv paid informers that

" beve been cultivated” anc -groomed over many
* vears” and that the CLA “takes everv precaution to
protect” them from DE4 exforcement efforis.

In turn, the study said “it is not inocommon for
DEA agents 10 refer 10 the CLA as the ‘spooks’ or
10 express emazement al bow such z larpe organ-
zelion can operate witbout any outwarc sigps, -
such as-erresic or seizures. w justify their exis-
tence” 7
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